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NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


Dozrid Tragedy acted at Thorn. 


HE Tragedy lately acted at Thorn, in 
Royal Pruſſia, by the Contrivance and 
at the Inſtigation of the Diſciples of 
Loyola, is an Event ſo extraordinary in 
its Nature, and may be attended with 
ſuch dangerous and diſmal Conſequen- 
ces to the Whole Reformation, that it 
loudly calls on the Proteſtants of all De- 
nominations, to lay afide their private trifling Diſputes, and 
cordially to unite and exert themſelves againſt an Enemy, 
who aims at no leſs than the utter Extirpation of Proteſtan- 

tiſm. With the View of contributing what lies in my Power, 
to the promoting fo defirable an Union, and at the ſame time 

to ſhew the Juſtice and Seaſonableneſs bf the generous In- 
terpoſition of their Britannick, Pruſſian, Swediſh, and Daniſh 

Majeſties on this Occaſion, I thought proper to give my Coun- 
trymen a ſhort Narrative of that Affair, with ſeveral curious 

and authentick Pieces relating thereto, 
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Ho is one of the principal Cities of Royal Pruſſia, 
ſituated on the River Viſtula, between Culm and U- 
ladiflaw, at about ſix or ſeven Leagues diſtance from eithef. 
It was formerly one of the Hans-Towns, and a free Trading 
City, like Dantzick and Elbing, govern'd by its own Magi- 
ſtrates, till towards the Beginning of the XIVth Century, 
when the Knights of the Teutonick Order, invaded Pruſſia, 
and aſter a Struggle of above 50 Years made themſelves Ma- 
ſters of the whole Country. Fluſh'd with their Conqueſts, 
they undertook a War againſt the Dukes of Lithuania and 
Kings of Poland; but as the ſame could not be carried on 
without oppreſſing their Subjects, the principal Cities of Pru/* 
fa, particularly Dantzick, Elbing, and Thorn, confederated 
in the Year 1454, With the Nobility of the Country, for the 
Maintenance of their reſpective Rights and Privileges, for 
which being declared Rebels, they put themſelyes under the 
Protection of the Crown of Poland. After ſeveral Conflicts, 
between the Poliſh Kings and the Teutonick Knights, the lat- 
ter yielded to King Caſimir, the Upper Pruſſia, otherwiſe cal- 
led Royal Pruſſia, and made Homage to him for the Lower, 
or Ducal Pruſſia, of which they remain'd Maſters, Albert of 
Brandenburgh, Great Maſter of the Teutonick Order having, 
in the XVIth Century, embraced the Reformation, was 
made Duke of Lower Pruſſia, by the King of Poland, to whom 
he made Homage for it, in 1526. His Son dying without 
Iſſue, the Dacal Pruſſia fell to the Electors of Brandeuburgh, 
who enjoy it now in full Sovereignty, by Virtue of the Trea- 


ty of Velau, concluded in 1657. 


The Rights and Immunities of the Cities of Dantzick, El- 
bing, and Thorn, were confirm'd to them not only by Char- 
ters of the Kings of Poland, but alſo by ſeveral Treaties be- 
tween that Crown, and other Potentates; particularly by the 
T:caty concluded in May 1660, between Sweden and Poland, 
by the Mediation of France, at the Monaſtery of Olic, near 
Dan!z:ck, and in which both the Emperor and the Elector 
of Brandenburgh were comprehended, and became Parties, 
By this Treaty the Republick of Poland renounc'd the Claim 
to Livonia, but the Places that had been taken on both fades 


were to be reſtor'd, and a particular Stipulation was made 
1 


x EE). 
in behalf of the free Cities in Poliſh Pruſſia, in which that of 
Thorn was included, as follows : | 

Article >, Paragraph 3. © The Towns of Poliſh Pruſſia; 
«© which during this War have been in the Emperor and the 
King of Sweden's Power, fhall likewiſe preſerve all the 
© Rights, Liberties, and Privileges, in Matters Eccleftiaſtical 
«« and Civil, which they had enjoyed before this War, (in 
Ce pony the free Exerciſe of the Catholick and Prote- 

ant Religion as they had before the War) and his Poliſh 
* Majeſty ſhall have for the future, the ſame Goodneſs he 
formerly had for them, and defend with the ſame Care 
re the Territories of thoſe Towns, their Magiſtrates, Com- 
«© munities, Citizens, Inhabitants, and Subjects. They ſhall 
«© likewiſe have Power given them to repair and rebuild 
the publick and private Edifices ruin'd by the War. As 
& for ſuch Buildings as have been demoliſhed for better De- 
© fence, they ſhall not be obliged to raiſe them again, &c. 

The Peace of Oliva was ſecured and confirm'd by ſeyeral 
other ſubſequent Treaties concluded between Sweden, and 
other Potentates, and of ſome of which the Crown of Great 
Britain is one of the Guarantees : So that the ſaid Treaty of 
Oliva may be look'd upon as the main Bulwark of the Rights 
and Liberties of the Proteſtants in Poland, 

The City of Thorn, amongſt other valuable Privileges, had 
that of chuſing her own Magiſtrates; and the Generality of her 
Inhabitants having embraced the Lutheran Religion, her 
chief Governors and Officers came by that Means to be of 
that Perſuaſion, and the principal Churches and Schools to 
be allotted for their Uſe. This was a great Eye-Sore to the 
Papiſts, as appears by the Account of the State of the Roman 
Catholick Religion, publiſh'd ſome Years ago by Sir Richard 
Steele, wherein the Author (Signor Ur»a%u0 Cerri) who wrote it 
for the Uſe of Pope Innocent XI. tells him (p. 61.) © Itwere 
ce to be wiſhed ſome Miſſions were ſettled at Dantz:ch, and 
*© in all Pruſſia, becauſe Hereſy prevails more in that Pro- 
«« vince than in any Part of Polaua. | 


Nor did the Court of Rome neglect this Piece of Advice: 


For upon the Encouragement given to the Jeſuits by King 
Auguſtus, in order thereby to prove the Sincerity of his turn- 


ing Roman Catholicb, they found means to ſettle a School tor 
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64 
the Inſtruction of Youth at Torn, and from that time, ac- 
cording to the conſtant Maxims of their Order, watch'd all 
Opportunities, and ſtuck at nothing to enlarge their Power 
and Poſſeſſions, and to deprive the DirsSENTERS, (ſo they 
call the Proteſtants in Poland) of their Privileges, Fortunes, 
and Lives. | 

Of this they have lately ou the World a very egregious 
Inſtance: For, upon Occaſion of a Tumult, either acciden- 
tal or (which is more probable) raiſed at Ihn by their own 
Contrivance, and Agents, they uſed all Artifices, and had 
Intereſt enough to procure, in the moſt illegal and unprece- 
dented manner, the moſt unjuſt and cruel Sentence, that ever 
was pronounced, from the Afe/ſorial and Supreme Tribunal 
of Warſaw, whereby the chiet Magiſtrates of that City, and 
ſome of its Proteſtant Inhabitants, were adjudg'd ro die, and 
their Eſtates confiſcated. 

The crafty Jeſuits were not unſenſible either of the Judg- 
ment which even unbiaſſed and unprejudiced Papi/ts would 
paſs, or of the juſt Reſentment which the Proteſtant Powers 
would ſhew, upon theſe execrable Proceedings; and, there- 
fore, in order to varniſh the ſame, they had the Modeſty to 


publiſh the following Account, bh 


A faithful and true Catholick Account of the horrid Tumult, 
and moſt barbarous Profanation of the Chapels,. aud ſacred 
Oratories, together with the overthrowing of the Altars, 

pulling down and afterwards ſacrilegionſly burning in the 
open Street, the Images of our Saviour, the moſt bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and other Saints, accompanied with infinite Blaſphe- 
mmies and Mockeries; and laſtly, of the pillaging of the auhole 
College of the Jeſuits at Thorn, committed by the Hereticks, 
of the ſame City, on the 27th of July 1724. N. S. | 

0 Es T the Hereticks ſhould, according to their Cuſtom, 

« excuſe and palliate by artful Lies and Calumnies, 
<« their impious Attempts and Outrages, we ſhall give here 
ce the Reader a ſhort but faithful Account of what has paſſed, 
re But firſt of all it will be neceſſary to lay down a fundamen- 

« tal Caution, ſufficient to enervate and invalidate any Ac- 

ce counts that come from Hereticks on what Head ſoever. 


« This Caution is grounded upon the very Principles of their 
| | Faith: 


IH 
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Faith: By which it will appear, that even in worldly Af 
fairs infinitely more Credit is to be given to a Catholick 
Evidence or Writing than to thoſe of the Diſſenters; ſince 
the Roman Catholicks aſſert and believe, that they are able 
and ought, on pain of eternal Damnation, to 9 God's 


Commandments, whereof the following is not the leaſt, 


Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs (much leſs in Writing, 
becauſe it defcends to Poſterity) againſt thy Neighbour, 
were he even a Jew: Which Commandment the Catho- 
licks hope and ſtrive with the Grace of God to obſerve; 
whereas the Herericks are quite of a different Opinion, 
maintaining an Impoſſibility to keep God's Command- 
ments, and conſequently the aboveſaid. For which Ren- 
ſon, the Obſeryance of God's Laws is what troubles them 
the leaſt: Nay, they are juſtly atraid that the more they 
ſtrive to act and to live up to God's Commands, the more 
they treſpaſs upon their Syſtem of Faith, by obſtinately 
reſiſting God's preneceſſitating Will, by which they are 


actuated and forcibly influenced in all their Doings, he- 


ther good or bad; inſomuch that ſhould they tell any Truth, 
or co any Good thro' their own Choice and free Will, they 
would (in their Opinion) betray a Diffidence as to the on- 
ly ſaving Faith, and detract from the Fulneſs of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction, and his infinite Merits. 

On the 16th of Juh laſt, being one of the holy Vir- 


gin's Feſtivals, when the Holy Sacrament was carried in 


Proceſſion round about St. James's Church, a mean Lu— 
theran Burgher came to gaze at it with his Hat on, and 
uttered ſeveral Blaſphemies, with an intent to provoke the 
Catholicks, for which, a Student of the Jeſuirs, being 
fired with a holy Zeal and Indignation, chaſtiſed him on- 
ly by pulling off his Hat. No ſooner was the Proceſſion 
over, but the Lutherans gathering together in the above- 
ſaid Church-Vard, without regard to that ſacred Place, 
and the Church-Immunities, fell upon the ſaid Student, 
beat him barbarouſly, and dragged him, covered with 
Blood, to the Guard-Houſe, where this Avenger of God's 
Honour was ignomintouſly kept till the next day: Upon 
which, ſome Catholick Students, according to their Duty, 
went pegcrably to the Burgraye of the City, moſt 1 
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bly deſiring him to releaſe the Priſoner, aſſuring him with 
al, that he ſhould appear when required. But they were 
anſwered, Let thoſe who committed him releaſe him, Then 
they went to the Preſident of the City, who having like- 
wiſe given them a frivilous Anſwer, they followed the Bur- 
grave's Advice, and applied themſelves to the Burgher, 
whom they deſired in a civil manner, par” AR the Student 
ſet at Liberty, fince he had been the occaſion of his Con- 
finement, engaging for his Appearance before any com- 
petent Court; but inſtead of complying, the ſaid: Burgher 
got one of theſe interceding innocent Students alſo com- 
mitted, without the leaſt Cauſe or Offence given. The 
Students being thus baffled, went again to the Prefident, 
in order to ſollicit the Releaſe of their Comrade, who 
was laſt committed; but the Preſident's Domeſticks, far 
from admitting them, laughed at them, and forcibly turn- 
ed them out of Doors with opprobrious Language. When 
the Catholicks perceiv'd that nothing would do, and be- 
ing no longer able to bear the Injuries this uncatholick 
City had done them; and eſpecially of late, wl:en a Stu- 
dent of a noble Family was ſeized in his Chamber at Mid. 
right, almoſt undreſſed, to the great Diſgrace of the Ca- 
tholick Nobility, and from thence kicked down Stairs, and 
hurried away to Prifon, where he was kept all Night; 
and tho? his Innocence appeared next day, he could never 
obtain any Satisfaction for the Aﬀront given him: The 
Jeſuit-Students and the Nobility having often met with 
ſuch premeditated Treatments from the Lutherans, and 
being afreſh irritated by what happened laſt, they ſeized 
and carried away a Lutheran Student, tho' without the 
Knowledge of the Fathers-Jeſuits, and brought him into 
their College; however, without any deſign to return the 
ſame ill Uſage, but only in view to exchange this diſſent- 
ing Student for the two Catholicks under Arreſt, aſſuring 
him that he ſhould be ſet free again without any farther 
Moleſtation. But then it was that the Mob roſe, not ſo 
much by the Conniyance, as by the Inſtigation of the 
Magiſtrates, the Gates _— purpoſely ſhut ſooner that 
day than uſual, having for their Leader the Town-Clerk, 


who excited the People to break the Windows of the waa 
| dT < lege, 
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lege, inſtead of demanding the Lutheran, who would have 


been immediately delivered: By which it was evident, that 


they aimed not ſo much a: having the Lutheran Student 
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releaſed, as to ſhew their Fury and long premeditated 
Vengeance againſt the Jeſuits for having brought over ſo 
many Lutherans to the Catholick Church. Afterwards 
chey broke open the Doors, whilſt the City Guards, which 
come up, far from checking them, encouraged them, in 
hopes of ſharing in the Booty in caſe of Reſiſtance : But 
ſeeing chat the Aggreſſors were in no danger from thoſe 
within che Schools and the College, who were only arm- 
ed with religious Innocence, they withdrew, by Order of 
one of the Conſuls, who did not ſo much as give the leaſt 
Rebuke to the Aggreſſors. Whereupon the enraged Mob 
ſeeing their Cenlor gone, and their Crime countenanced, 
ruſhed furiouſly into the Schools, broke and over-turned 
whatever they found in-their way, and afterwards forced 
open the Chapel and Oratories, where they demoliſhed 
the Altars, hewed down the ſacred Statues, and tore and 
hacked to Pieces the Images, and eſpecially that of the 
noly Virgin; and what is moſt abominable, dragged to 


che publick Square before the Schools, the Statues of the 


bleſſed Virgin, of St. Xaverius, Caſimir, and others, 
where they burned them openly, impiouſly exulting and 
leaping all the while over the Fire, borrowing theſe blaſ- 
phemous words from the Jews and Heathens, Now, now, 
Woman, ſave thy ſelf! fince the Papiſts boaſ. d much of 
the Help thou affordeſt them: And not cor.cented with 
having thus inſulted rhe greateſt Saints, they returned a 
ſecond Time to the College, where having with ſtill grea- 
ter Fury forced the Gates, they beat and abuſed moft 
cruelly all thoſe of the holy Order that came in their 
way, moſt of which were obliged to hide themſelves in 
Holes and under the Rook to fave their Lives, whilſt thoſe 
Miſcreants were buſy in breaking open their Cells and car- 


rying away their Goods: Which done, they forced open 


the Chapel! Door, which was curioufly carved, with their 
Hatchets cut to Pieces all the Iniages of Saints, and ven- 
ted their unbounded bury even upon two Crucifixes, one 
at Which was ſplit wit: an Ax, 306 the other ſtabbed 
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* with Swords and ſhatter'd with their Fire-Arms, Having 
now nothing leſt to demoliſh and to rob, they went to find 
s out God's Servants to put them to Death; upon which the 
Commandant of the City, whoſe Aſſiſtance was 'till thei, 
*« vainiy implored, under Pretence that his Men were to be 
* imploy'd againſt the Enemy and not againſt the Citizens, 
* being inform'd of the Danger the Fathers and others of 
*© the College were in, thought fit to appeaſe the Tumult at 
Midnight, by forcing out of the College 'thoſe impious 
© Wretches: Without which Succours, tho' they came very 
5 late, all the Jeſuits, and even all the Roman Catholicks of that 
*© Heretick City would probably have Joſt their Lives, How 
they have behav'd themſelves in the following Days, and 
* what they have done after more mature Deliberation ; how 
«© they brayed afterwards the King and the Senate's Autho- 
* rity, and how they almoſt renew'd the Sedition when the 
Crown Troops were ſent againſt them, is ſufficiently 
* known, and ſhews a premeditated Conſpiracy againſt the 
«« Catholicks, which however we refer to the Judgment of 
*« thofe who have the ſupreme Judicature and Power in their 
* Hands, As for us, we pray heartily for their Repentance, 
and that they may be converted and return to the Com- 
«© munion of their Forefathers, and ſo live.“ | 

By this very Account, which, may well be ſuppoſed to be 
extreme partial, and written with all the Artifice unaginable, 
it is evident, that the Provocation was given by one of the 
Students of the Jeſuits; ſecondly, that only the Commandant 
of the Garriſon, and not any of the City Magiſtrates, was 
remiſs in quelling the Tumult. 


On the other Hand, the Council of the City of Thorn, tranſ- 
mitted to the Poliſh Court the following Account of that Al. 
fair, viz, 


N the 16th of July, the ordinary Proceſſion being ar- 

riv'd at St, James's Church-yard, which Church had 

been taken from the Lutherans contrary to the Peace of G- 
liva, there were there a dreat Number of the Citizens Chil. 
dren to fee the Proceſiion paſs, with their Hats under the- 
Arms, according to Cuſtom; but a Student of the N 
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College not ſatisfied with that Mark of Civility and Reſpect, 
would needs haye them kneel down, and gave them bad 
Language and Blows. About two Hours after the Pro- 
celhon, this ſame Student, with ſeyeral of his Comrades, 
came again, and inſulted ſeveral other young People, with— 
vut the leaſt Provocation on their Part; but in the end, this 
troubleſome young Man was ſeized by the Soldiers of the 
Garriſon, and brought to the Guard, aſter he had wounded 
ſcyeral Citizens with Stones, Next Day, the Students got 
together again, and meeting one of the Citizens whom they 
had abuſed the Day before, they would oblige him to get 
their Comrade fet at Liberty; but the Man had the good 
Fortune to get out of their Hands, and went for Safety to 
his own Houſe, whither they purſued him Sword in Hand, 
In the mean time, the Preſident of the City had given Or- 
ders for ſetting the Student at Liberty, at the Requeſt of the 
Rector of the Jeſuits College; but another Student, being 
likewiſe carried to the Guard Room, his Comrades would 
oblige the Preſident to ſet him at Liberty too, which he re- 
fuſed to do *till he had ſpoke to the Rector. Upon this, the 
outragious Students ran furiouſly to the Guard Room, to re- 
>{cue their Comrade; but being repulſed, they ſought to re- 
venge themſelves upon a Townſman, whom they purſued. 
Sword in Hand to the Burgraye's Houſe, where he took 
Shelter. After that, they attacked a Lutheran Student, who 
was at the Door of his Lodgings in his Night Gown; him 
they dragged by the Hair as far as their own College, threw 
him into the Canal, and beat him ſeverely: Which done, 
they ſallied out with Sabres in their Hands, and wounded ſe- 
veral People that came to the Student's Aſſiſtance; but the 
Preſident having ſent thither the Town-Guard, they were o- 
bliged to betake themſelves to their College. The Preſi- 
« dent at the ſame time reclaimed the Lutheran Student, but 
« the Rector would not let him go 'till the Student of 
ce his College was at Liberty firſt, Whilſt this Exchange 
« was making, ſome of the Trained Bands of the Town were 
© order'd to poſt themſelves before the Jeſuits College, to 
e protect them from the enraged Populace; but when the 
« $S.udents fired upon them, and threw Stones trom within, 
© it was not poſſible to reſtrain the People, who forced 
B 2 open 
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open the Gates, and were doing what they could to ce. 
«« venge the Students Cruelty, when in chat very inſtant, the 
* Town-Clerk, who got the Zutheran Student ſet at Liber- 
te ty, came and obliged them to retire. It was then thought 
F chat the Riot was over, but the Guards that were poſted 
© before the College had ſcarce marched off, when the Stu- 
te dents from within fired again, and threw Stones at the 
* People, who forced open the Gate again, plunder'd the 
College, and committed great Diſorders, till a Petachment 
© of the Garriſon and Trained Bands came to the Jeſuits 
« Athſtance and diſperſed the People.“ | 

By this Account, which the Jeſuits never offer'd to con- 
tradict, it plainly appears, that the Preſident and other Ma- 
giſtrates, far from countenancing, or conniving at the difor- 
derly and outragious Proceedings of the rude Multitude, acted 
with the urmoſt Impartiality, Temper, and Wiſdom, in this 
whole Affair; and did all that lay in their power, to quell the 
Tumult, and protect the Jeſuits; till the Jeſuits themſelves 
put it almoſt out of their power, by firing upon, and throw- 
ing Stones at the Trained Bands, that were ſent to their Re- 
lief: And therefore the Magiſtrates of Thorn, could not, with 
more Juſtice, be involv'd ia the Guilt of a Tumult Wich“ 
they had endeayour'd both to prevent and to quaſh. than it 
tne Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London were try'd and con- 
demn'd for High-Treaſon, upon account of the Riots lately 
committed by the New 6inte;'s. 

Nevertheleſs, upon the loud Complaints, and at the Pro- 
ſecution of the Jeſuits, an Indictment was preterr'd by the 
King of Poland's Sullicitor-General, before the Royal Aﬀeſ- 
ſorial Tribunal, or High Court of Poliſp Chancery, wherein 
the Inhabitants of Torn were charged, with raiſing a Sed:- 
tion and Tumult, on a very ſmall Prowocation, and laying im- 
pious and violent Hands on Perſons and Places devoted to God's 
Service, with the manifeſt Connivance of their Rulers and 
Mag:ſtrates, whoſe Office and Duty it was to prevent the ſame, 
and in open Defiance and Contempt of the Conſtitutions of the | 
Republick of Poland, and of all Laus Humane and Divine. 
This heinous Accuſation was urged with all the Flouriſhes 
and Aporavations of Oratory ; But tho' it was ſupported by 
nd other Evidence than the Depoſitions of the Honeſt Jens, 
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and ſeyeral ſuborned Witneſſes, contrary to all the known 
and received Rules and Fort: © }ultice, without allowing 
the Perſons accuſed ſufficient Time io prepare for, and to 
make their Defence, nor ſo much as giving them a Hearing. 
The Poliſh Court of Chancery, in Imitation of the Spaniſh In- 
Lion, and out of a flagrant Lea! for the Holy Roman Ca- 
zholick Religion, made a Decres which can hardly be paral- 
lell'd in any Court of Civil Judicature, and which therefore 
ought to be preſery'd to all future Ages, as a Standing Record 
and Monument of the Injuſtice, Barbarity, and Fury of Po- 
pilh Superſtition. 

By this black Sentence, © 1, The Prefident Burgomaſter 
*© Roſner, and the Vice-Preſident Czernich, for neglecting to 
*© do the Duty of their reſpective Oitcer, and thereby coun- 
e tenancing the Sedition and Tumult of the Populace, were 
declared guilty of Capital Crimes, and therefore adjudg'd 
* to be beheaded, and their Eſtates contiſcared, to defray 
the Expences the Town had been t, to carry on this Pro- 
*« ſecution, and to repair the Loſſes ſuſtained by the Reye- 
rend Fathers of the Society of Jause, upon Occaſion of 
* the ſaid Tumult. | 

© 2. Gerard Thomas, Burgrave, and Zimmerman, Vice 
“ Burgrave, for not uſing their Endeavours to appeaſe the 
«© Fury of the Multitude, were declared infamous, incapable 
of holding any Place of Truft, and to be confined for * 
« certain Time. 

«« 3. Harder, Moab, and thirteen more, mention'd by 
% name in the Sentence, to be beheaded, as the farſt Ag- 
«« greſſors in the Affault made vpon the College of the Re- 
% yerend Fathers the Fe/reite, 
« 4. Carviſe, Schultz, and ſvreru others, for having n- 
Is Pure abuſed and prophaned {acred Images of the Ho- 

y Virgin Mary, to have firſt tei e Honds cur off, ang 
to be afterwards quarter'd and hurnr. 

«« 5. Grefford, and Silber, two Officers of the Garriſon of 
«« Horn, for not endeavouring to prevent the firing ug on 
* the Jeſuits College, to pay a Fine, a be commited Vri- 
*£ ſoners to the Tower. | 

* 6. The other Infringers and Invaders of he Fecle 
* ſtical Immunities, mentioned in the Sentence, nech 
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and impriſoned in the Tower, and the Money ariſing from 
re theſe Mulcts, to be laid out in erecting a Stone Pillar, with 
ce the Statue of the Bleſſed Virgin on Thi Top, upon tie 
«« Spot of Ground where Her Sacred Image was defaced and 
56 burnt, to ſerve for an everlaſting Memorial and Atone- 
« ment of that horrid Impiety. 

Theſe ſix Articles of the Decree ſhew the Finzifive, the 
remaining manitelt the Encroaching Spirit of Popery, 

7. That one half of the Magiſtrates of 7% 0772 be Roman 
c Catholicks; and in order thereto, that after the Execution 
«07 the preſent Sentence, the Royal Conmiſſaries take care 
* to put Roman Catholicłs in the room of ſuch Lutheran Bur- 
« gomaſters and Counſellors as are hereby declar'd criminal, 

« 8. In order, in ſome meaſure, to retrieve the Honour 
«© of GOD, and of the bleſſed VIRGIN, his MoTHER, 
* ſo impiouily and heinouſly affronted, the Lutheran Church 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, ſhall be delivered up to the 
« Bernatrdine Friers, as of Right belonging to them, toge- 
« ther with the Convent, which the Lathèraus have turn'd 
into a School. | 

© 9. That the Lutheran Schools and Seminaries be re- 
«© moved from the City of Thorn to ſome remote Part of 
ce the Suburbs, or to ſome neighbouring Villages, 

«© 10, That the Romilh Procefft ons, perform 'd in the 
cc Other Parts of the Kingdom of Poland, be liceyiſe intro- 
e duced and made at proper Times in the City of horn, 
« where it is intended, that the publick Exerciſe of the noly 
© Roman Catholick Religion be countenanced and encou— 
c raged more and more for the future. 

«11. In caſe the City of Thorn go about and endeavour 
ce revent the Execution of the preſent Sentence, they 

half be adjudged and declared guilty of High-Treaſon, 
« and ſuffer as Nebels. 

And the Royal Commiſſaries were hereby enjoined 
« forthwith to repair to Thorn, to put this Sentence in due 
© Execution, With the Aſſiſtance of the Military Power, &c. 


It could hardly have been imagined, That the King of Pa- 
land, who was always generally tought rather Debonair, 
l 


than Cruel in his Nature, could eyer be pre vail'd upon to 
confi gz 


confirm and give his Concurrence to the Execution of ſo in- 
human a Decree, But, alas! what can be expected from 
Princes, who have once ſacrificed their Religion to worldly 
Conliderations? The General Diet of Poland had been ſit— 
ting as Warſaw, for ſome Time; and two grand Difficul- 
ties obſtructed the King's main Deſign in it, I mean che 
fertling the Succeſſion in his Family, One was, the remo- 
ving Count Fleming from the Command of the Poliſh Army, 
the other, the giving the good and honeſt Fathers Jeſuits an 
entire Satisfaction, by a prompt Execution of the Sentence 
pronounced by the Lord High-Chancellor, The King had 
readily complied with the firſt of thoſe Demands; but the 
ſecond, being {till an invincible Reora in the Proceedings 
of that Nubborn and Freaki/ſh Aſſembly, actuated by Popiſh 
Zeal, it is no wonder, that a Prince, who had himſelf em- 
braced Popery for an Earthly Crown, ſhould give up a Pro- 
teltant City to Jeſuitical Fury, to ſecure that Crown to: his 
Son. Thus, after the Time allotted for the Continuance of 
the Diet was near expiring, and almoſt all ſpent in fruitleſs 
Delays, without ſo much as taking the King's Propoſals in- 
to Conſideration, the deluded and yntortunate Monarch 
yielded, and conſented that the Execution of the infernal 
Sentence againſt YH ſhould be made one of the Conſtitutions 
or Laws enacted in this Diet. But tis very remarkable, that 
by a juſt and viſible Difpenfation of ovyereruling Providence, 
that Prince's Expectation was miſeràbly. fruſtrated and diſap- 
pointed; for no ſooner had the Piet gained the Point, they 
had mainly in view, but they ſuddenly broke up, without 
doing any other material Buſineſs: Which onght to be a 
ſtanding Caution to Sovereigns, never to deviate from the 
ſacred ffrict Rules of Juſtice, For nothing leſſens more their 
Authority, or renders them more contemptible, than their 
granting exorbitant Demands, and making unjuſtifiable Con- 
ceſſions. What paſſed on that occaſion in the Diet, deſerves 
to be taken notice of, and is as follows. 


« As ſoon as the Nuncio's (or Members of that Aſſembly) 

«© were met together on the 13th of November, the Mare- 
«« {chal of the Diet made a very pathetick Speech, Wherein, 
* among other Things, he repreſented to them, That 8 
| © that 
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that very day was to put an End to this Seſſion, and their 
Deliberations, he hoped they would do ſomething for the 
good of their Country, and accordingly join themſelves 
to the Senate, Some of the Nuncio's came readily into it, 
but others were entirely againſt it. The Nuncio Oxa- 


rowsky told the Mareſchal, That he would not thwart 


their joining With the Senate, but that he did not ſe 
why they ſhould do it audis Manibus, with bare or emp- 

Hands. The Nuncio Wilkeſowsty having afterwards 
begun to ſpeak, he was preſently interrupted by M. Oxa- 
rowsky, Which provoked the former to ſuch a degree, 
that he ſaid, I have always ſhew'd my ſelf a good and 
zealous Patriot to my Country, and ated on all Occaſions 
like a Man of Honour aud Provity . whereas M Ozarow- 
sky has conſtantly made it His u, ro difturh the Common- 


\ 


wealth, by interrupting the Courſe of their Deliberations, 
Theſe, and ſome other ſevere Reflections, made the Aſ- 
ſembly appechenſive, that they „ould come to Blows ; 
but they were however appeaſed at laſt. Whilſt they 
were diſputing, {forme other Nuncio's propoſed, that ſome 
Means ihould be round our tor having ſomething in their 
Hands before they met the Senate. After ſome Debates, 
it was at laſt arreed to go to the Senators Chamber, 
there to deiire the Ring, That he would be pleaſed to 
diſpoſe or tie vacant Places, with this Proviſo however, 
that after warde they ſhould return to their own Chamber, 
without ſta n for the Advices of the Senators relating 


to the ARairs to be put in Deliberation, in order that they 


themſelves might draw up the new Laws to be enacted; 
but as this could not be done without the Conſent of the 
King and the Senate, the Mareſchal offered to go and 
wait upon the King in the Senators Chamber, accompa— 
nied with ſeveral Nuncio's, who were forthwith appointed 
for that purpoſe. The King and the Senate having con- 
deſcended to it, the Mareſchal, accompanied by the De- 
putics, went up to the Senators Chamber, where he pro- 
poſed to the King, in a fine Speech, all the Demands of 
all the Palatines of Poland and Lithuania, Whereupon his 
Majeſty diſpoſed of the vacant Places; and among others, 
eonferred that of Vice-Chancellor of the Crown upon the 

| « Abbot 
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Abbot. Lipsy, who, after having received the Patent from 


the King's Hands, took the Oath of Fidelity on his Knees 


before the Throne, and moſt humbly thanked his Majeſty 
for having raiſed him to that Dignity. -On the other 
Hand, the old Prince Czartorowsky, reſigned to the King 
his Poſt of Vice-Chancellor of Lithuania, and deſired Hs 
Majeſty wonld be ſo gracious as to intruſt him with ano- 
ther leſs toilſome, and more ſuitable to his old Age. 

*The Vice-Chancellor of Lithuania haying reſigned his 


Place to the King, his Majeſty, by the Mouth of the 
Great Chancellor of that Dutchy, conferred it upon his 


Son, Caſtellan of Wilna, and gave the old Prince his 


Son's, Office; whereupon the Father and the Son changed 


Seats, and the latter haying taken the Oath of Fidelity, 
muſt, humbly thanked his Majeſty for this high Favour. ' 

After the King had diſpoſed of all the Offices, the 
Great Marſhal named, by 'the King's Order, the Biſhop 
of Cracow, the Palatines of Lublin and Mazow, and the 
Caſtallan of Wilna, to examine the Plan of ſuch new 


Laws as were to be enacted. The Nuncio's being returned 


into their Chamber, the Mareſchal of the Diet repreſent- 
ed to the Aſſembly the little Time that was left for them 
to deliberate on ſo many Affairs as lay before them, and 
propoſed to aſcertain further Time for the Diet, that they 
might more Oy > crane wg their new Plan. 
A great many Deputies ſtrenuouſly oppoſed that Overture 
at firſt, ſaying, That they would never conſent to a für- 
ther Limitation or Prolongation of the Diet; but after a 
long Debate, they all agreed to the Limitation propoſed 
by the Mareſchal. Hereupon the latter named Deputies 
for drawing up a Plan of the new Laws, namely, the 
Nuncio's Lzembec and Stolnick, as likewiſe M. Dunny, Re- 
gent of the Crown for the Leſſer Polund, Count Oxolin- 
Sky and M. Rusky, Caſtellan of Czersk, for the Greater 
Poland, and the Nuncio's Sawicky, Notary of Wilna, and 
Scipien, Staroſt of Lida, for Lithuania, Theſe Depunes, 
after having taken the Oaths of Fidelity, as uſual, began 
to draw up in Writing the Plan in queſtion in three Ar- 
ticles; the firſt concerned the Security of the Kingdom 
the ſecond was a W of the Sentence relating 

- o 


i 


*z wo OG 
© 0 IE! 


= 
» 
5 
A 
I 
4 
3 
44 


[ 18 ] — 
“ to the Affair of Thorn; and the third, the Limitation of 
* the Diet, as likewiſe the referring to the next Diet all th. 
„ other Affairs which ſhould have been diſcuſſed in this, 
<< leaving ſtill to his Majeſty the Power of fixing the Time 
for a future Diet, according to the Exigency of Affairs: 
Upon this a new Debate aroſe about the Place the enſu-— 
* ing Diet ſhould be held in; but at laſt the City of Gro 
in Lithuania was pitched upon. It was now about Mid- 
* night when this Reſolution was taken, and the Nuncio's 


being once more come into the Houſe of Senators, be- 


« ing then about One in the Morning, the Draught of the 
* new Laws was read there audibly: When the reading was 


over, the Mareſchal demanded: three times of the States 


«« of the three Orders, Whether they were all conſenting 
«4 rhereto“ But the Treaſurer: of the Crown anſwer'd, IVa. 
te he could by no means conſent, becauſe the third Article, 


e quhich refers all undetermined Matters to another Diet, Wa, 


«« couched in words too general, Several Nuncio's in the In- 


.«« tereſt of the Generals, backed that Oppoſition vigoroully, 
% ſaying, That it was no uncommon thing to ſee a High-Trea- 


« ſurer break up à Diet; and that he might withdraw i;: 
& ſafety, aud proteſt againſt every thing that had paſſe 


* Some of the other Nuncio's deſired the Mareſchal to take 


leave of the King, in order to conclude the Diet; and 


after ſome Diſputes, he did indeed take leave of the King, 
and thanked his Majefty for the unwearied Pains he, as a 


« common Father of the Country, had been at during the 


„% Whole Diet for the good of the Publick,” To which the 


Great Chancellor made a ſuitable Anſwer. And thus the 


. Aſſembly broke up at Three a Clock in the Morning, with- 
out having done any thing elle. 


The enacting Part of the Conſtitution, or Law, affirming 
the monſtrous Decree of the A/efſorial Tribunal, and ordaining 
its Execution, runs-in a very uncommon Stile: Foraſmuch, 


ſays the King, as the Inhabitants of Thorn, by the Conni- 


vance of their Supeniors, upon a Slight Occaſion, lifted up 
their injolent Hands againſt the Perſons and Places dedicated 
to Goa: And as it highly concerns us, and the States of the 
Republick, that our Subjects live peaceably, therefore to the 


end that inſtead of ſo manifeſt a Contempt of GOD, and the 
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whele Celeſtial Hierarchy, ſacred Perſons and Goods upon Barth 
he reverenced and reſpected according to the Divine Will, and 
Har the Laws of the Kingdom be likewiſe maintain'd, the 
Decree iſſued from our Aſſeſſorial Tribunal, as the Þnſtance of 
or Sollicitor-General, and of the Reverend Fathers the jeſuits 
of the College of Thorn, againſt the Magiſtrates of the ſaid 
City, and the ſeditious Ringleaders of the Tumult ſhall be 
forthwith executed in its full Extent : We hereby ſtrictly charge 
1 Crown-Generals to aſſiſt the Commiſſaries appointed to exe- 
cite it, to furniſh and to march as many Troops as will be ne- 
celfary for that purpoſe, &c. | 

The black Decree being publiſk*d at Thorn on the 20th of 
Iovember, it is eaſy to imagine what a general Conſterna- 
tion it ſtruck among the Proteſtants of all Ranks there. To 
avert the impending Storm, the City-Councit had, by this 
Time, made Applications to theKines of Pruſſia and Sweden, 
humbly to beg their Interceſſions in their Behalf: But tho“ 
their Pruſſian and Swediſh Majeſties readily granted their Re- 
queſts, yet before their generous Interpoſition could have 
any effect, the fatal Blow was given, and the Maſſacre con- 
{unamated in due Form. . 

On the laſt day of November, N. S. Prince Lubomirsty 
(like the ravenous Beaſt whoſe Name, in Latin, makes up 
the firſt part of his, viz, a Wolf) came before the Town 
of Thorn with 2400 Men of the Crown-Troops, which were 
poſted in all the Avenues. This done, he ſent a Detach- 
ment of Dragoons into the City, to apprehend all ſuch as 
were ſpecified in his Black-Liſt ; the two principal of which, 
to wit, the Preſident Roſner and Vice-Preſident Czernick, 
were dragg'd trom the Church, as _y were performing 
their Devotions. His Prey being thus ſecured, Prince La- 
bomirsky heroically enter'd the City himſelf with 800 of his 
Men, and immediately order'd a Scaffold to berereted. The 
City-Council, tho” terrify'd and trembling, offer'd to make 
an Appeal to the King, but the Prince would not admit ot 
it, However, ſeveral Expreſſes were immediately difpatch- 
ed: One of them to the King, with moſt ſubmiſſive Supplica- 
tions for a Reſpite, till ſuch time, at leaſt, as the Proteſtant 
Powers had interpoſed their good Offices; urging withal, That 
the Emperor's Clemency, with reſpect to the City of Ham- 
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burgh; where rhe Houſe and Chapel of his Miniſter had been 
aemolifiſd by the Mob, was a Precedent of Mercy —_— the 


Imitation of his Poliſh Majeſty ; the rather, becauſe in the Tu- 
mult ar Hamburgh the ſacreaneſs of the Imperial Dignity it- 
felf was ſtruck at; whereas the Riot at Thorn was only. at- 
rended with ſome Diſorders; and yet the Emperor contented 
himfelf with laying a Fine upon the Hamburghers, and oblig- 
ing the Magiſtrates to fend a Deputation to Vienna to veg Par- 
don. Tis very probable theſe Repreſentations would have 
. enclined the King of Poland to mitigate the cruel Sentence; 
of which the relentlefs Jeſuits being ſhrewdly apprehenſive, 
ro ſecure their Revenge, they prevail'd with Prince Lubo— 
mirsky and the Royal Commiſſaries, not only to diſpatch an 
Expreſs to the Court, to prevent the granting of any Re- 
ſpite; but likewiſe, which is monſtrous, to anticipate the 
auen of the inhumane Sentence (which was fix d to the 
15th of December, N. S.) by Eight Days. 

- Accordingly, on the 7th of December, N. S. the Cavalry 
enter'd the City, ſurrounded the Old Town-Houſe, and be- 
tween Four and Five o' Clock, Mr. Roſner, Firſt Preſident, 
was beheaded in the Inner-Court: His Execution was at- 
tended with Circumſtances agreeable to his Sentence: Being 
perform'd in a dark Corner, by Torch-Light, and before no 
other Spectators but the Jeſuits, and the Royal Commiſſa- 
ries with their Satellites. And, indeed, the Sun would have 
withdrawn its Light from fo horrid a Butchery, and none 
but the Authors and Abettors, could be ſo hard-hearted as to 
f Eye-Witneſſes of the barbarous Murder of a Chief Magi- 

rate, vegerable by his Age, as well as by his Office. | 

It is obſeryable, that for eight and forty Hours before his 
4 1 Exit, the Jeſuits and Popiſn Friers were continually 

uſy in ehdeavouring, by fair and foul Means, to perſuade 
the Preſident to turn his Religion; but with a Conſtancy, 
worthy of the Primitive Martyrs, he reſiſted all Tempta- 
tions, and with a calm and ſerene Mind, told them, Be /a- 
tied with thy Body, my Sin is thy Sawvionr's. 

This Victim was not ſufficient to quench the Jeſuits im- 
moderate Thirſt of Proteſtant Blood, and therefore nine o- 
ther Perſons were the ſame day ſacrificed to their furious 
Revenge: And that nothing might be wanting in this _ 
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nal Entertainment, thoſe poor Wretches were made to ex- 
pire with all the yariety of the moſt exquiſite Torments. Ar 
Eight o' Clock the Infantry were poſted at the four Avenues 
to the Market-Place, there the Scaffold was erected, and a- 
bout an hour after Meſſieurs Maſout, Hermers, Becker, Mar- 
55, and Meus, had firſt their Hands cut off, and were atter- 
wards Beheaded. Carviſe, Schultz, and Haffen, had alſo 
their right Hands and Heads ſtruck off, with this addition, 
that their Bodies were quarter'd on a Wheel, and then burnt 
under the Gallows, And a Carpenter's Boy, who cloſed 
this bloody Scene, was cut open alive, and his noble Parts 
torn from his Entrails and flapp'd in his Face, and was af- 
terwards beheaded, and quarter'd. | 

Theſe nine Perfons were all of the Lutheran Religion, in 
which, like the Preſident, they firmly perſevered, notwith- 
ſtanding the repeated Sollicitations and Promiſes of Pardon 
made to them by the Jeſuits; being fill'd with Joy at their 
ſuffering — for their Belief, and conſcious of no 
Crime. One of theſe Victims, with a loud Voice, expreſ- 
{ed himſelf thus: Our good old Father (meaning the Preſi- 
dent) 7s gone before us; Let us, his innocent Children, follow 
his Footſteps <vith Chearfulneſs: May God, the juſt Judge if 
all Men, convert our Enemies! 

Another Circumſtance in this Tragedy is worth Od ſerva- 
tion, The Executioner, either weary of, or relenting at 
ſhedding ſo much Blood, could not perform his Office with 
his uſual Dexterity; ſo that ſeveral of the wretched Victims 
remained for ſome time gaſping, and ſtruggling between 
Lite and Death, which raiſed ſuch a Horror in the Behold- 
ers, that many of the Roman Catholicks themſelves could 
not refrain from Tears. | | | 
The moſt bloody part of the horrid Sentence being thus 
executed, the ſame Afternoon, the Royal Commiſſaries took 
Poſſeſſion of the Principal Lutheran Church of St, Mary and 
delivered it up to the Bernardine Monks, who, the next day, 
aſſiſted by the Jeſuits and the other Popiſh Clergy of Thorn, 
through a wicked Prophanation, cauſed Te Deum to be ſung 
in it, to give the Almighty ſolemn Thanks for their Triumph 
over the Hereticks: Impiouſly, as far as in them lay, endea- 
vouring to bring in the God and Father of all Mercies, to 
be a Partner and Abetter of their helliſn Barbarities, The 


r 
n 


2 


„ 

The next day, four of the Citizens of 7hory were publich- 
ty whip'd by the Hands of the common Hangman, and af. 
terwards the other Parts of the Black Sentence were execu- 
ted. One Heyder only, who ſtood condemned to die, for 
returning one of the Jeſuits Students a flap on the Face, 
compounded for his Life, by giving up his Religion, and 
turning Roman Catholick. The Vice Preſident, Cz.ernich, 
alſo found ſome Favour: For the City-Council having, in 
the moſt humble and earneſt manner, beſought the King of 
Poland to take his Caſe into his Royal Conlideration ; his P. 
liſh Majeſty granted their Requeſt, and having already found 
by the Report of the Evidence, that there was no ground 
for his Condemnation, gaye him his Pardon, and wrote the 
following Letter fo the Council of Thorn: 


NE Contents of your moſt humble Interceſſion in fu bu 
of John Henry Czernich, Yice-Prefident Burg oi ſtor, 

dated the ↄth Inſtant, have been reſpectfully repreſensę to 
us. As ue have muchſat Heart the ſad Condition, to which 

the good City of Thorn has been reduced by the late Tumult, 
after having been on other accounts expos'd to great Calam:- 
ties, we had heartily wiſhed, that the Conjuncture of Affairs 
would have permitted. to pronounce in our Name a leſs rigorous 
Sentener, or at leaf} to moderate it in its Execution: And the 
Pardon we haue granted of our own Accord, to the ſuid Vice- 
Preſident Czernich, before wwe received your Letter of Inter- 
ceſſion, will ſhew you, That we are rather inclined to at ac- 
cording to the Dictates of our Paternal Love, than according 
ro the Rigour of Juſtice. | 
Sipn'd, AuGus Tus, King. 
Warſaw, Decem- And underneath, 

ber 13. 1724. J. A. Count de Fleming. 


However, the Vice-Preſident paid dear enough for his Liſe; 
fince he not only loft his Employment, but was likewiſe fi- 
ned in a conſiderable Sum, and his Houſe, adjoining to the 
Jeſuits College, was forfeited and beſtowed on that honeſt 
Fraternity, who, beſides this, were allowed 22000 Florins, 
for the Damgges they pretended they had ſuſtain'd. By this 


it appears, that where-eyer the Jeſuits get footing, they act 
| upon 
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upon the ſame Principles and Maxims with the Spaniſh Im 
quiſition; and proſecute and deſtroy Hereticks, with no o- 
ther view than to enrich themſelves with their Spoils.. 

To divert our Sight from this diſmal Scene of Blood and 
Horror, let us now turn our Eyes to a pleaſing Object, and 
conſider the generous, juſt, and ſeaſonable Interpoſition of 
the Proteſtant Powers, in this important Affair. In the Van 
of the Illuſtrious Champions for the Proteſtant Cauſe, ap- 
pears Frederick-IWilliam, King of Pruſſia, who, among o- 
ther princely Qualities, inheriting the Zeal of his Progeni- 
tors for the Reformation, no ſooner heard of the {ſevere and 
bloody Sentence awarded againft the Proteſtants of Thorn, 
but his Pruſſian Majeſty wrote the following Letter to the 
King of Polaull. | 


E cannot forbea]w acquainting your Majeſty how deeply 

we have been afflictea by the ſevere Sentence lately 

paſſed and publiſhed againſt he Inhabitants of Thorn, on Ac- 
count of the unhappy Tumult arifing there. Nothing indeed 
could more move our Compaſſion than to fee theſe poor People of 

our Communion proceeded againſt, not only with Fire and Sword, 

under the Pretence of quenging God's Honour, but alſo with ta- 
king away their Church and Schoot, and overturning the Con- 

ftirution of that City, in order to compleat the Oppreſſion of the 
Proteſtant Inhabitants, Had the City of Thorn been guilty of 

an open aud avowed Rebellion agamſ# your Majeſty, and even 

of the higheſt Crimes, at harder Decree than this could have 

been pronounced againſt them? But as the whole matter in 

queſtion turns upon inflicting puniſhment for aTumullt raiſed by 

the Populace againſt ſome wretched Jeſuits, tho” the ſame Tu- 

mult has been maliciouſly occaſioned and fomented by the ſame ; 

your Majeſty cannot but judge, according to your great Wiſdom, 
that the ſevere Puniſhment determined by the Sentence, bears 

no manner of Proportion with the Exceſs committed, and that 


it is againſt all Reaſon, that for the ſake of a feu People's 


Miſcarriage, ſo many Innocents ſhould ſuffer, and a whole Town 
be ruined, Nay, all the reaſonable World will naturally con- 


clude, as it is too manifeſt by the numberleſs Circumſtances of , 


this Aﬀair, that ſuch a terrible Sentence, far from being 


founded wpon an impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice, entirely 
proceeded 


| PTY 


proreeded pom a wenemans Hatred on aceaunt-of thoir Religion, 
znflamed by all the Artifices and falſe Snggejtions of the Je- 
ſuits, and that they baldly laid hold of this Opportunity to tale 
away the Lives and Eſtates of the poor Diſſeuters at Thorn, 
and even to deprive them at once of their Rights. and Privile- 
ges. Tour Majeſty's Juſtice aud Propenſiau to protect Innocence 
' eppreſſed being ſo well known, we hope that hau will never 
permit the Execution of ſuch a bloody Sentence, by which the 
Glory of your Majeſty's Reign woulda for ever be tarnijlied. We 
therefore moſt earneſtly deſire. your Majeſty to put a ſtop to that 
Execution, and to have the whole AM air anew and thoroughly 
examined by an impartial Commiſſion, compoſed of juſt. and mo- 
derate Members of both Religions; to admit the inipeached to 
plead and defend their Innocence, and if any be Jaund guilty, 
to ſhew rather Mercy than the ſtrifteſt Juſtice, and eſperially 
to protect and maintain that City. in.their Privileges and Li- 
berties; but a bawde. All to prevent the. Effuſton of ſo much Ghri- 
tian Blood, which cannot. be ſpilt without.the greateſt Cruelty. 
Mur Majeſty will not take it amiſs that ave concern ourſelves 
Jo far for that City, fence awe are. bound in Conſcience ta do it 
in an affair whith affetts thoſe. that are of the ſame Communion 
with us; beſides, that aue are fully iutitled by the Peace of O- 
Jiva, to ftand. up for the preſervation of that City, and all that 
Has beer, ſtipulated for-them,.as well. as for the other Cities of 
' Poliſh Pruſſia, by the Iuſtrument of the ſaid Treaty, and to de- 
fend them as far as it is requiſite. We are likewiſe convinc'd, 
that the other Rowers concerned in the Peace of Oliva, and par- 
ticularly the Guarantees, cannot ſee with Indifference, the ſuid 
Treaty of Peace thus infringed aud inwalidated by the above- 
meneion d Execution. On the other band, your Majeſty may be 
.affer'd, that you will highly oblige as well us as all other Pro- 
teſtant Powers in Europe, by taking under your Protection this 
poor City almoſt reduced to Deſpair, and preſeruing it from the 
utter Ruin it is threaten'd quith, and which may be attended 
with dangerous conſequences, Mie refer ourſelves to what our 
Major-General and Envoy Extraordinary Von Schwerin, aud 
His Brother, our Counſellor of Finances, & c. will have the Ho- 
nour to repreſent further to your Majeſiy on that Heal, In Ex- 
pectation of a favourable and ſo much deſired Declaration, wwe 

remain, &c, Berlin, Nov. 28. 1724. 
 FREDERIGK- WILLIAM, King, &c. 


127 ] | 
_ *Tis not improbable that this Patherick Letter made ſoms. 
Impreſſion on the King ef Poland, but being now altogether: 
in the Hands and Power of Popiſh Miniſters, the only An- 
wer which the Primate of Poland returnd, both to thatLet- 
ter, and to the Repreſentations of the Priſſian Miniſters, was, 
Hat as lous gs the Proteſtants of Thorn, remain'd under the 
Protection of the Republic, and kept themfelves within the 
Bounds of their Duty, they might live tl ere undiſturbed. Which 
is little better than to ſay, That provided they give up all their 
aatient Rights and Privileges, Honours, Churches, and Schools, 
and can be contented to be paſſively at the Mercy of their im- 
placable Enemies, their Lives may be ſpared. That this is the 
genuine Meaning, of the Primate's Anſwer, appears by what 
the Afeſorial Commillaries did a few Days after the Execution 
of the cruel Sentence abovemention'd, viz. the turning out 
{everal of the Proteſtant Magiſtrates, and appointing four 
new Counſellors, and two Aldermen oi the Popiſh Religion. 
The vigorous and ſeaſonable Meatures taken by the King of 
Pruſſia in tavour of the Proteſtants, had, however, this good 
Effect, That ſome PoJiſ Troops that were marching towards 
Dautxick, to the great Terror of its Inhabitants, were not 


only countermanded; but at the ſame time, the King of Po- 
laud, being juſtly apprehenſive of the Conſequences, diſpateh'd 


his Field-Marſhal Count Fleming, to the Court of Berlin, to ex- 
cuſe and palliate what had already paſs'd at Yorn, the Execu- 
tion of the Sentence of the Afeſſorial Tribunal having been 
anticipated without his Poliſi Majeſty's Privity and Conſent, ſo 
that his Intentions of mitigating the ſame were fruſtrated. 

Theſe frivolous Excuſes did not ſatisfy the Heroick and Zea- 
ous King of Pruſſia, who, in order tq add weight to his In- 
terpoſition, had by this Time call'd upon the other Proteſtant 
Princes to join with him in this good Cauſe, His Pruſſian 
Majeity's Letter to his Royal Father-in-Law, the King of 
Great Britain, was as follows: 


OUR Majeſty cannot be ignorant of the moſt dreadful Sen- 
tence iſſued from the laſt Aſſeſſorial Tribunal of War- 

faw againſt the poor City of Thorn, and its Proteſtant Inhabi- 
tants, by which ſeveral conſiderable Perſons, and others of the 
fre Communion, on account of a Tumult raiſed by the Populace 
againſt the Jeſuits, and the Exceſſes committed on that Occafe- 
en, have been condemned to a rigorous aud moſt infamous 
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Death, the City depriv'd of their Church and School, the whole 
Conſtitution f their Magiſtracy ouerturn'd, and, in a word, all 
their Privileges,. acquired at ſo dear a Rate, and confirmed to 
them by the Treaty of Oliva, taken from them, and all this 
upon the falſe Reports of the Jeſuits, and the Evidence they have 
ſuborned to make ther Relation more plauſible, and without fo 
much as giving the Impeached a due Hearing for their Defence; 
the whole being carried on in ſo unjuſt and crying a manner, 
that few Precedents of ſuch cruel Injuſtice can be produced. 
The Fury of the Romiſh Clergy in Poland is come to ſuch a: 
Height, that they are now endeavouring not only at the tote! 
Ruin of the City of Thorn, bat likewiſe at the utter Extirpa- 
tion of all the Diſſenters in that Kingdom, which they do not 
ſeruple to boa ſt publickly of: Accordingly, certain Conſtitutions 
tending thereto were ready prepared, and would have been pub. 
liſhed, had the laſt limited Dyet been brought to its deſigned End, 
whereby the Remainder of the Proteſtant Churches in Poland 
and Lithuania had been at once deſtroy'd. 

The Conſtitutions of the Kingdom of Poland, and eſpecially 
the Pata Conventa, or the Capitulations which the Republick 
makes with the Kings at their Election, and particularly thoſe 
made and corroborated by the moſt ſolemn Oaths by the preſent 
King, concerning the Protection of the Diſſenters, are indeed 
couched in Terms ſo binding and advantagious to them, that 
nothing more could be deſired; but uo Manner of Regard is had 
to it, and the Court of the King of Poland, by an unaccountable 
Connivance and Relaxation gives the Romiſh Clergy in Poland 
ſuch a Latitude in all their projected Perſecutions againſt the 
Pror-ftants, that if God Almighty does not interpoſe by ſome ex- 
zraordinary ways and means, nothing can be expetted from ir 
but the Loſs of all the Proteſtant Churches ſtill ſubſiſting in Po- 
land and Lithuania. In ſhort, this Aﬀuir is come to that paſs, 
that it is not poſſible for the Proteſtant Powers in Europe, aud 
particularly your Majeſty, who has already given ſo many glo- 
rious Inſtances of your inaefatigable care for the preſervation of 
God's Church, to look on the total Oppreſſion of thoſe of their 
Communion, Without being moved with the deepeſt compaſſion, 
and animated to an equally pious and glorious Endeavour to re- 
ſcue and protect oppreſſed Innocence. As for my part, 1 am rea- 
ay and willing, as bound in conſcience, faithfully to aſſiſt your 
Majeſty in every thing which you will judge fit and expedient for 
this end, and to contribute the utmoſt of my Power towards = 2 
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have alſo wrote a Letter to his Poliſh Majeſty in Favour of the 
City of Thorn, of which I ſend your Majeſty a Copy here incloſed: 
But as I am apprehenſive that my Interceſſion alone, Without being 
back'd and ſeconded by your Majeſty, will not be powerful enough 
to avert the great Calamity that City, and all the Proteſtants in 
Poland and Lithuania are threaten'd with, d leave it to your Ma- 


Jeſiy'e great Wiſdom, whether it would not be proper to ſend an 


Expreſs Miniſter to Poland, and to take other convenient Meaſures 
in behalf of that diſtreſſed people. I have already ordered my Mi- 
nifters in Poland to act in ſuch caſein concert qvith your Majeſty's 
Minuiſters, in order to prevent the Effuſion of ſo much innocent Chri- 
ſtian Blood, to preſerve and maintain that City in their Conſtitu- 
tion, Privileges, and Liberties, and to procure ſome Relief to the 
reſt of the Proteſtants in 2oland and Lithuania. 

Your Majeſty, by being a Guarantee of the Treaty of Oliva, 7s 
every way entitled to concern yourſelf, in a particular manner, 
for the City of Thoin, and the preſervation of their Rights and 
Privileges, which leaves me no manner of doubt that your Ma- 


jeſiy will nugnanimouſiy reſolve it, and do all that will be re. 


quiſite on this Occaſion, I remain, &c. 


Berlin, Dec. 2. 
1724. FREDERICK-WILLIAM, R. 


At the ſame time the King of Pruſſia wrote to their Daniſh and 
Swediſh, Majeſties to the ſame Effect, ſave only that in the Let- 
ter to the King of Denmark the laſt Paragraph was left out, and 
that the ſame Paragraph in that to the King of Sweden, had 
the Word Compaſciſcent or Contrafing Party, inſtead of the 
Word Guarantee. 

His Britannick Majeſty, who looks upon his Title of Defender 
of the Faith as one of the brighteſt Gems in his Diadem, and 
who inceſſantly watches not only for the Safety and Proſperity 
of his Subjects at Home, but alſo for the whole Proteſtant In- 
tereſt Abroad, readily comply'd with his Prufian Majeſty's De- 
ſires, and having writ a Letter to the King of Poland on that 
weighty Affair, order'd the Honourable Mr, Finch, His Majeſty's 
Envoy Extraordinary at the Diet of Ratisbon, forthwith to deli- 
ver the ſame into his Poliſh Majeſty's Hands. That Letter, which 
no doubt is couch'd in the ſtrongeſt Terms, cannot be made 
publick before News is bronght of its being deliver'd. In the 
mean time, it may not beimproper. to acquaint my Countrymen, 
That His BxitaNNick Majeſty acts in this Affair, not only as 
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Elector of Brune iel Lunenburę h, but rather as King of Grease 
Britain, and in this Capacity as Guarantee of the Treaty Ol Gite 
Va, by Virtue of a Treaty concluded by King Charles II. ſoon 
alter his Reſtoration, with the Great Fred erict- William, Marquis 
and EleQor of Brandenburg h, wher eby. thoſe two Printes rect- 
procally undertook tl: e Guaranty of all their reſpective Treaties 
and Alliances, among which the Peace of Oliva was particular- 
ly mention'd. And here we may obſerve, that Whatever Mi- 
ſtakes King Charles II. was atterwards led into, by the Prevalency 
of a Popiſh Cabal, yet, upon his Reſtoration, he rightly judg'd it 
to be his Intereſt to put himſelf at the He: ad of the broteſtant 
Powers in Earope; and, with ſome Variation, to purſue the wile 
Meaſures chalk'd out by 0/zver Cromavell, for ths Pacification of 
ths North, We may alſo here take Notice, that as ſoon as His 
Britanvickh Majeſty was informed of the horrid Tragedy acted at 
Torn, in order to ſhew his juſt Reſentment of that Piece of Po- 
pi Barbarity, His Majeſty ſent his poſitive Commands to the 
Magiſtrates of Hanover, to cauſe two Rows Prieſts who were 
tolerated there, to depart from. thence in 24 Hours, which was 
executed on the 20th of December. 

The King of Denmark was not wanting to ſhew his Zeal for 
the Proteſtant Cauſe, having on this Occaſion, writ the follow- 
ing Letter to the King of Poland, iK. 


CUR Maj will maden a eall to mind the ſeveral Re- 

reſeutariont wwe have made to von, and to the Republick 
vf Poland, in: 4 Brot, Perly aud cordial Manner; aul among others, 
the/e aur have made by our Inſt Letter of the 350 of June, 5. Ta. 
Scar of theſe of our Communiou in Poland aud Lithuania, wo 
ne called Nonconformiſts, and o ate daily oppreſſed by e 
Romiſn Clergy, 

Me flatter d ourfelves, 45 our Iuterc eſſ ons wor la haue engag A 
your 22 20 put a Stop ta theſe unhtaui of Proceedings, to pro- 
rell their Churches, vo canſe thoſe that have been taken bros them 
face the Peart of Oliva to be reflored, ta majutain them in the 
peatenble Exertife of. their Religion, aud ts recireſs all their oth er 
Eriepances, and we founaed ear Hopes upon your Mnjeſiy's 
Known Bqraty,  - 

Bat eh, ſeen with Grit, that not only your Majeſty and 
he Republick of Poland habt entirely diſtegurded our juſt Repre- 
Jrmtarions, bat alſo tha; they oontinue to ta be away their Churches 


#%d foes they are more am more enveavouring under any pre- 
e, 
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text, and by indirekt Means, to depriw⸗ them entirely of their 
Nights and Privileges, confirmed to them by the fundamenta! 
8 ws of ehe King don n of Poland. 

Our Coucer! increaſed beyond Expreſſion, when we ſw the 
Areadful Sentence of the laſt Aſſeſorial i i; ribunal of Wartaw against 
the poor City of Thorn, and its Proteſtant Inhabitants, by which 
ſewverual Perſons of Note and others, have not only been condemn'd 
to one of the moſt cruel and infamous Deaths on Account of a Ju- 
mult and foms Exceſſes of the Populace againſt the Jeſuits, bar 

their Church moreover taken from them, their Schools demoliſh'à, 
the Form of their Regency ſubwerted; ina Word, their privileges, 
fo dearly bought and confirm'd by the Peace of Oliva, defiroy 't, 
and all without any other Ground than the falſe Depoſittons of the 
Jeſuits, and the Declarations of Witneſſes of the ſame Stamp with 
the Jeſuits, without giving the Accuſed a ſufficient time to prepare 
for rheir Defence, nor ſo much as à Hearing, Having thus been 
condemn'd in ſuch a haſty and tumultuous manner, that few ; Ju- 
ſtances can be produced of fuch a Partiality and Injuftice. | 

This affords us Ground to believe, that the Jeſuits hawethem- 
ſelves raiſed this Tumult, with a wiew to have an Opportunity ro 
aeprive at once the Proteſtants, in a moſt horrid: matmer, ef thou 
Liver, Honours, Eſtates, and Privileges: The ec inte the 
Hatred of the Roman Clergy is grown to ſuch a piteh, that unle}: 
God interpoſet, the Proteſtant Religion will be utterly extinguilld 
: all Poland and Lithuania, notwithſtanding the precantiens takes: 
10 ſecure their Liberties and Privileges, as well by the fundamn- 
ral Laws of the: Kingdom of Poland, as by the Capitulations 
con find at the Elections of ſacceſſive Kings, aud evey by your 
Majeſty,in a moſt ſolemn manner, and by the moſt ſacred Oagps. 
ur Majefty will eafily judge, that we cannot fee cuithout the 
acepeſt Concern and Compaſſion, all thoſe unprecedented. perſorn- 
tions againſt thoſe of our Communion : And we hope your Majeſty 
will have Regard 10 the juſt prerogatives of that poor City, au 
take to heart the ſad Condition it is reduced to, by reverſing the 
znjnſt Sentence of the Aſſeſſorial Tribunal of Warſaw, aud by 
efiablijking an impartial Tribunal compoſed of juſt and impartial 
Members of both Religious, in order to examine a-wew aud deter- 
mine that Affair. | 

By ſo aFing your Majeſty will not duly do a work acceptable to 
God, who can no ways delight in the blody Sacrifice of ſo many 
innocent perſons, and who has reſerved to himſelf alone the power 
ever Conſeiences ; but you will likexviſe pred ene your Glory from be. 
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ng tarniſhed by the execution of ſo many valuable perfons, whoſe 


Blood would cry to Heaven for vengeance, 
FREDERICK IV. 


Nor was the King of Sweden remiſs in interpoſing in ſavour 
of the Proteſtants of Thorn; for aſſoon as he heard of rhe ſe— 
yere Sentence pronounced againſt them, his Swediſh Majeſty 
order'd his Minifter at Warſaw to 'intercede for them in his 
Name, and in the ſtrongeſt manner. The reaſon why his $we- 
diſh Majeſty did not write to the King of Poland, as the other 
Proteſtant Potentates have done, is becauſe the Crown of Swe— 
den did, ſome Years ago, acknowledge King Stanjiſlaus, and 
not having as yet made a formal Treaty with King Auguſtr's, 
the preſent King of Sweden could not, with due Decorum, be- 
gin an Intercourſe of Letters with his Poliſh Majeſty. 

On the other hand, the King of Pruſſia was not contented 
with calling upon the Proteſtant Powers; but at the ſame time, 
order'd his Miniſter at Vienna, to make a lively Repreſentation 
of the Affair of Thorn to the Emperor. Whereupon his Impe- 
rial Majeſty held a Cabinet-Council, wherein that Aﬀair having 
been taken into Conſideration; his Imperial Majeſty wrote with 
his own Hand a Letter to the King of Poland, and order'd ano- 
ther to be wrote to the Senate at Warſaw, and the Tribunal of 
the Crown; Containing ſinart Expoſtulations about their precipi- 
tate and haſty Proceedings in ſo important and ſerious an Affair, 
wherein the Lives and Fortunes of ſo many Men, and the Chief 
Magiſtrates of à great City, were concerned; and repreſenting 
to them, that on this Occaſion, they ought rather to have imita- 
ted the Milaneſs and Clemency his Imperial Majeſty had uſed ta- 
wards the City of Hamburgh, in a Caſe wherein his Imperial 
Majeſty was himſelf highly affronted, in the Perſon of his Miniſter. 

The Emperor's Letter, with the other abovementioned, made 
no ſmall Impreſſion on the King of Poland, who was no ſooner 
returned from Warſadu to Dreſden in Saxony, but he wrote a Let- 
ter to the Lutheran Magiſtrates at Thorn, wherein he expreſſes his 
Concern for the violent Execution done in their City, to which his 
Majeſty had not contributed in any direct way, having been obli- 
ged, according to the Laws and Conſtitutions of Poland, to ſign 
the Reſult of the Reſolutions of the General Diet of the Kingdom, 
in which the Affair of Thorn was comprehended: Beſides, that 
his Majeſty had been poſitively aſſured, that the Sentence given 


by the Aſſeſſorial Tribunal at Warſaw, would not be literally exe- 
cated, About 


rn 
About this time, his Pruſſian Majeſty being inform'd, that the 
Jeſuits and their Agents and Votaries at Thorn, not contented 
with their late enormous and unheard of Proceedings, were till 
carrying on their cruel Perſecution, and labouring totally to ex- 
tixpate the Proteſtants of that City, ſent to his Pol Majeſty at 
Dreſden, another Reſcript, or Letter, in much ſtronger Terms 
than the former, concluding, That unleſs his Poliſh Majeſty would, 
in an effectual manner, interpoſe and exert his Royal Authority, 
not only to put a ſtop to any farther violent Procecd.ngs, but alſo 
give the Proteſtants of Thorn due ſatisfaction for the Mrongs they 
... have lately ſuſtain'd, he muſt expeif to ſee this Affair reareſs'd 
with Eclat, by the Potentates concerned in maintaining the Peace 
of Oliva, | 75 
And, indeed, not only the Affair of Thorn, but likewiſe the 
Perſecution of the Reformed in the Palatinate of the Rhine, and 
other Places in Germany, beſpeaks the joint Endeavours of all 
the Proteſtant Powers to reſtrain the Fury of Popery. To this 
purpoſe, we ſhall here inſert the following Advices from Germany, 
On Sunday the 31ſt of December, during Divine Service in 
the Cathedral of the Lutherans at Ratisbon, a Student of the Je- 
ſuits came to the very Gate of that Church, and cried with a 
loud Voice; That every thing the Miniſter aſferted in his Ser- 
mon was but à Series of deviliſh Lies, Some minutes before, 
two other Diſciples of the Jeſuits had broke ſome of that Church- 
Windows with Croſs-Bows, notwithſtanding the Main- Guard 
which was poſted hard by. The Magiſtrates of Ratisbon are the 
more afraid of the Conſequences of ſuch Diſorders becauſe it is 
not always in their Power to prevent the Inſurrections which 
they may cauſe, and eſpecially to put a ſtop to them when once 
broke out, as it is evident by the fatal Tumult of Morn, and 
in that raiſed and fomented by the Students of the Jeſuits in 
this City in 1717. when they committed a like Act of Irreve- 
rence in the ſame Church. That Tumult was carried ſo far, 
that the Burghers and Garriſon of about 1200 Men, were obli- 
ged to fire upon the Mutineers, of which ſeyeral were wound- 
ed. Tis confirm'd, that the Palatine Regiment of Sultsbach is 5 
enter'd into the Service of the Duke of Deuxponts, who, after 
the Arrival of the ſaid Regiment in his Capital, diſmiſs'd ail his 
Proteſtant Officers, both Civil and Military, and put Roman Ca- 
tholicks in their room, that are look'd upon to be well affect- 
ed to the Elector Palatine: Which makes it plainer and arp 
that 
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lent Spirit of Popery. But the horrid Tragedy and Maſlacre at Dt 
Tart, and the Perſeeutions reviv'd and carried on in Ger mary EST 
and France again the Reformed, loudly call upon, and exhort 
all Proteſtants of what Denomination ſoever, to lay aſide their 
petty Differences | in things ceremonial and indifferent; to keine 
their private Feuds, Animoſities and Diſputes; and cordially to 
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